BEN MARK
HOLZBERG

The photography of Ben Mark Holzberg is defined by its ignorance of limits: touching a seemingly
endless range of subject matter over the course of his 45-year career, Holzberg has continually
pushed the bounds of form by following again and again an all-embracing photographic instinct.

His acclaimed Subway series from the LATE 1970s, pictures the modernist architecture of the TTC
devoid of passengers and today serves as a window into the past and contemporary landscape of
the Toronto underground. More recently, Holzberg has turned his attention skyward depicting
landscapes from the air: his aerial series Graphic Africa parsed the naturally-forming and human-
induced geometric patterns in the arid Burkina Faso topography. More recently he documented the
green cityscape, Toronto's beloved High Park from the water and land as well as through an open
door of a Cessna at 1500 feet .

As a NOW magazine contributing editor, Holzberg’s unique lens has cultivated throughout his tenure,
an extensive archive of striking portraits of celebrities and civilians. The works in the exhibition
Photos NOW were described by critic John Bentley Mays as being “particularly inventive”. Moreover,
for over 35 years Holzberg has been bringing his photojournalist's eye to the film and television
industry for both advertising and publicity uses, capturing intimate and incisive portraits of the stars in
both international and domestic productions.

With each project, Holzberg approaches his subject with an eye tuned to the unusual, ironic and oft
times absurd. In Divergences and Intersection, we are offered a cross-section of some of Ben Mark’s
greatest hits across the breadth of his diverse and eclectic artistic practice. While different in subject
matter, there is yet still a group of qualities—of proclivities, unique to the artist’'s images: a search at
once for pattern and balance, but also difference, contrast and misplacement. The works presented
ask the viewer to connect the dots, to find the patterns joining one piece to the next, and to search
out those patterns when they step back into the world.

Ben Mark Holzberg has participated in both solo and group shows nationally and internationally. His
work has been shown at A Space (Toronto ON), Art Gallery of Hamilton (Hamilton CA), Hallwalls
(Buffalo, NY), The Museum of Holography, New York NY, Gallery Idée (Toronto, ON), Galleria
Foto/Video (Krakow PL), TTC Subway Car #5780 ( Toronto, ON), and MacKenzie Gallery (
Peterborough ON) among many others. He is collected privately and institutionally: notable
collections include the Canadian Museum of Contemporary Photography / National Gallery of
Canada, Canada Council Art Bank, The National Photography Collection/Public Archives Canada
and the Archives of the City of Toronto.
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