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New Hours

Strategic Plan Town Hall 
The Strategic Plan Working Group is holding a Town Hall on

Wednesday, September 22nd at 4:30 pm. At this time the event

is planned for face-to-face at L.E. Shore. Depending on weather

and registration, we will be in the Gallery (masks required and

2m distancing) or outside. If numbers are too high for safe

gathering or weather has turned, we will be moving this to a

virtual program. Registration is by bubble and will help us to

determine the best manner to hold this important first

discussion on the process.

The topic of this Town Hall will be the process of the Strategic

Planning Phase II scheduled from October through December

2021 as well as how best to recruit, involve and inform our

community throughout the process. 

A brief consultation is planned as a wrap up, where participants

can provide initial feedback on areas you believe this plan

should focus.

Please register today. This is an important step in hearing from

our community and setting the direction of the next four years of

your GLAM.

Both of the BMPL facilities are exiting our pandemic hours and

returning to a regular schedule following Labour Day. We all

hope this will be a schedule we can continue moving forward,

but time will tell how the service model and service hours may

need to be shifted, based on ongoing impacts of the pandemic.

The Craigleith Heritage Depot will be returning to 6 day

service. Additionally, the museum browsing is available at any

time during these open hours. If you are bringing a group you

may still wish to pre-book an appointment since physical

distancing of groups is still required, but booking is not

required. The New Hours are:

Tuesday/Thursday/Friday: 12:00pm - 5:00pm 

Wednesday: 4:00pm - 7:00pm

Saturday/Sunday: 12:00pm - 4:00pm

The L.E. Shore Branch will be returning to 6 day service as

well. The New Hours are:

Monday/Wednesday/Friday/Saturday: 10:00am - 5:00pm

Tuesday/Thursday: 10:00am - 7:00pm
 

For more information visit our Service Updates & COVID-19

webpage.

http://www.thebluemountainslibrary.ca/
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https://thebluemountainslibrary.ca/event-calendar.cfm?action=viewdetail&eventid=6578
https://thebluemountainslibrary.ca/service-updates-and-covid-19.cfm


Debt Solutions

Exhibit Launch: Events for Life - A Look Around

August 31, 2021 - October 2, 2021

Events for Life, a local day program for individuals with

special needs, is showcasing their artwork and photography

that celebrates nature and the world around us. We each have

our own perspective and creative process that we enjoy

exploring! This exhibit is available in-person at L.E. Shore

and online on our Exhibits webpage.

All purchases can be taken in-person at L.E. Shore, via phone

by calling 519-599-3681 ext. 5, and by emailing

TheGallery@TheBlueMountains.ca.

SEPTEMBER 2021

ACC Presents: Events for Life

Join us online for our next ACC Presents. Shelley and Barb

from Events for Life will be sharing all the amazing things

happening in the organization. This presentation will premier

on our YouTube channel Thursday, September 9 at 7:00pm.

Visit our Event Calendar for more information.

2021-2022 Municipal Arts Program

BMPL hosted an Open House in the Town Hall Atrium on

August 30 and August 31 showcasing the new MAP selection.

If you missed out on the Launch of the exhibit, don't worry!

The artwork is now installed within Town Hall and all pieces

can be viewed during your next visit. Looking for an

alternative? The exhibit is also available online!

Force of Nature by Jane Harper 

Five women go on a hike…only four return.

The River at Night by Erica Ferencik 

The journey of four friends as they fight to survive the aftermath

of a white-water rafting accident.

Lost in the Barrens by Farley Mowat (JF) 

A tale of danger, survival, and companionship in the far North.

Bushcraft by Bob Holtzman (NF) 

Teaches the way to use resources found in our natural

environment to survive and thrive in the outdoors.
 

The Devil You Know by Wayne Johnson 

A rugged canoe trip in the unforgiving wilderness irrevocably

changes the life of a family.

The Stranger in the Woods by Michael Finkel (NF) 

A remarkable true story of a man who lived alone in the woods

for 27 years, not out of anger at the world, but simply because

he preferred to live on his own. 

The Great Alone by Kristin Hannah 

A desperate family seeks a new beginning in the near-isolated

wilderness of Alaska only to find that their unpredictable

environment is less threatening than the erratic behavior found

in human nature.
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This Month In the Gallery Into the Wild

Hatchet by Gary Paulsen (YA) 

This award-winning contemporary classic

is the survival story that all others are

compared to-- a page-turning, heart-

stopping adventure.

The River by Peter Heller 

The story of two college students on a

wilderness canoe trip--a gripping tale of a

friendship tested by fire, white water, and

violence.

Learn about the various solutions to managing and reducing debt with this free

webinar with Credit Counselling Society. The Credit Counselling Society is a 

not-for-profit organization dedicated to helping individuals and families find

solutions to their debt and money questions. This event will be held over Zoom

and registration is required. Register online today! 

Adventures set in the woods are the perfect books for nature

lovers. These gripping reads are all about wilderness survival.

These are available in print and can be found on the Libby app.
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 WEEKLY PROGRAMS

Monthly Scavenger Hunts
L.E. Shore & Craigleith Heritage Depot | Drop-in
Each month a new outdoor scavenger hunt will go up 
on the windows of each of our branches buildings.
Test your eyes and see if you can find all the hidden items!  

Techy Tuesday
Tuesdays | 7:00pm 
BMPL Facebook | Drop-in
Swing by BMPL's Facebook page to learn something
new and exciting about technology each week.

Seniors Exercise
Mondays | 10:00am 
BMPL Facebook | Drop-in
Improve your health and
fitness with light aerobic
exercises and stretches. 

Wired Wednesday
Wednesdays | 1:00pm 
BMPL Facebook & YouTube | Drop-in
Join Ashley on our Facebook page for virtual tech help.
She will discuss a different Library resource or tech
topic every week and provide tech assistance. 

Bedtime Story Time
Wednesdays | 7:00pm 
BMPL Facebook & YouTube | Drop-in
These quiet stories and rhymes will help get your
family ready for bed. Wear your PJs and bring
your teddy bear.

Digital Book Club
Thursdays | 1:00pm 
BMPL Facebook | Drop-in
Each week features a new book discussion topic
to hear your thoughts on books.

Virtual Story Time
Fridays | 11:00am 
BMPL Facebook | Drop-in
Support your young children develop a love of reading. Songs, rhymes and
stories are shared. Suitable for children of all ages, stages and abilities.

Trivia Game Night
Fridays | 7:00pm 
BMPL Facebook & Event Calendar | Drop-in
New weekly Trivia themes posted every
Friday for you to enjoy all week long!
Get the link on our Facebook page
or Event Calendar.
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Museum From Home
Mondays | 12:30pm 
CHD Facebook & Twitter | Drop-In
Start your week with highlights and
the history of items in the Craigleith
Heritage Depot’s Museum collection.

Favourite Fossils
Fridays | 5:00pm 
CHD Facebook & Twitter | Drop-in
Explore the prehistoric past with
fossils from the Craigleith Heritage
Depot! 

SCAN TO VISIT
EVENT CALENDAR

101 Things About the Craigleith Station Building
Thursdays | 12:00pm 
CHD Facebook & Twitter | Drop-in
We will be posting stories and histories of the little Craigleith Station
from its inception in the late 1880s to its transformation into a
museum, archive, and library. 

Kids Clubhouse
Tuesdays | 4:30pm 
BMPL YouTube & Zoom | Registration
Want to meet up with your friends and get creative
together? Join us over Zoom! We will guide you
through activities and discuss the week's theme.
Registration is now open!

Outdoor Story Time
Fridays | 11:00am 
LES Lawn | Drop In, Spaces Limited
Bring your blankets! We will be hosting an engaging
and fun Story Time session every week on Friday.
Please note that Outdoor Story Time is dependent
on weather and GBHU outdoor restrictions.

#YourArchives
Mondays | 1:00pm 
CHD Facebook & Twitter | Drop-In
Our initiative #yourarchives aims to
get the community involved in digital
archives. Tag us in your archive posts!

https://thebluemountainslibrary.ca/event-calendar.cfm
https://thebluemountainslibrary.ca/scavenger-hunts.cfm
https://www.facebook.com/thebluemountainslibrary
https://www.facebook.com/thebluemountainslibrary
https://www.facebook.com/thebluemountainslibrary
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFK6LMfxyz-3cwEJ9pg9qCA
https://www.facebook.com/thebluemountainslibrary
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFK6LMfxyz-3cwEJ9pg9qCA
https://www.facebook.com/thebluemountainslibrary
https://www.facebook.com/thebluemountainslibrary
https://www.facebook.com/thebluemountainslibrary
https://thebluemountainslibrary.ca/event-calendar.cfm
https://thebluemountainslibrary.ca/index.cfm
https://www.facebook.com/CraigleithDepot
https://twitter.com/CraigleithDepot
https://www.facebook.com/CraigleithDepot
https://twitter.com/CraigleithDepot
https://www.facebook.com/CraigleithDepot
https://twitter.com/CraigleithDepot
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFK6LMfxyz-3cwEJ9pg9qCA
https://thebluemountainslibrary.ca/the-kids-clubhouse-.cfm
https://thebluemountainslibrary.ca/event-calendar.cfm?action=viewdetail&eventid=6473
https://www.facebook.com/CraigleithDepot
https://twitter.com/CraigleithDepot


SPECIAL THIS MONTH

Shale Oil Talk and Walk
Sept. 18 | 1:00pm | The Depot | Registration 
Join our Curator as she shares with you the story of the fossil
fuel industry in Craigleith from 1858-1860. This guided walk
will lead you over the shalefield starting from the museum to
Craigleith Provincial Park. You will see the landscape in a
whole new light! Registration is required with limited spots.

Teen Group
Sept. 9 | 5:00pm | L.E. Shore | Registration
Join the Teen Group & have your say on Teen
programs and services, become involved in
your community, & meet new friends! 
Counts as high school volunteer hours.

Strategic Plan Town Hall
Sept. 22 | 4:30pm | L.E. Shore | Registration 
The BMPL Board will be holding our next Town Hall. At this meeting
the Strategic Planning working group will present the Strategic
Planning Process and discuss recommendations for where and how to
gather community feedback during the pandemic. Registration is
required to arrange seating for physical distancing and contact tracing. 

For more information on these programs,
visit our Event Calendar on our website.

Exhibit Launch: A Look Around
Aug. 31 | The Gallery at L.E. Shore & Online
Events for Life, a local day program for adults with
special needs, is showcasing their art work in The
Gallery this month! This exhibit includes art that
celebrates nature and the world around us, created by
the students. Exhibit runs August 31 to October 2.
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ACC Presents: Events for Life
Sept. 9 | 7:00pm | BMPL YouTube Premier 
Once a special needs student reaches the age of 21, their formalized
high school experience ends and opportunities to build life skills, live
independently, and be engaged in leisure and social activities are limited,
especially in rural communities. Events for Life fills this gap. Join Shelley
Higginson and Barb Weeden on our YouTube channel as they share the
wonderful things happening at Events for Life.

Adventures in Digital Arts: Youth
Sept. 11 | 10:00am | L.E. Shore | Registration
The Creator Space and BMPL are partnering to bring
your a digital arts workshop for ages 8-13 years old.
This session will explore cartooning and making a film
using the latest and coolest in tech such as Apple
Pencils, and Digital Cinema Cameras!

Dorothy Crysler Bird Club
Sept. 18 | 9:30am | BMPL Zoom | Registration 
Join Curator Andrea as we learn about our wild avian
friends, their habits and habitats. This will not only
help you identify birds, but you will learn about
migration, nesting, environmental needs, species at
risk and more. 

Mailbox Party!
We're meeting with our rural communities for Community Conversations. 

Have a quick chat with our "Roving Librarian" while grabbing your mail. 

For more dates and locations, visit our Community Consultation page.

Farmer's Market Community Consultation
Sept. 5 & 19 | 10:00am - 2:00pm | Farmer's Market
Check out our booth to learn more about our 
Strategic Planning Process, and a chance to win 
coupons to local businesses! Have a chat with 
one of our librarians and tell us what you want to 
see in the future of your GLAM! 

TwAG
Sept. 23 | 7:00pm | L.E. Shore | Registration
Monthly meetings feature an interactive
MakerKit where tweens make, explore
and lead in this tween-led program.

Virtual Tour & DIY with Meaford Refillery
Sept. 25 | 10:00am | BMPL YouTube Premier
Live a more sustainable lifestyle. Join the Library for a
virtual tour of The Meaford Refillery, meet the staff, and
learn about plastic-free living. Pick up a 'Take & Make'
kit at BMPL and learn to create your own refill
container using recycled goods.

Birds of Eastern North America
Sept. 30 | 7:00pm | BMPL YouTube Premier 
Learn about local birds with an expert bird watcher.
In this program we will be focusing on some of the
most sought after birds of the spring migration,
including a segment on the ever popular warblers
and many others. 

National Day of Reconciliation 
Stop into LES or CHD after September
15th to pick up your 
NDoR kit. 

See how you can make 
a difference. 
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However, it was a daunting task to make oil through fire

retorts. By 1860 they finally were successfully generating oil

with a 24 hour a day working factory and markets awaiting

their clean burning bright oil. It took 30-36 tons of shale, to

produce 250 gallons of oil distilled daily. 25 cords of wood per

week were cut for this purpose. At this rate they would have

produced 90,000 gallons per year. 

It is assumed that it is merely the southern Ontario oil springs

development that put the nail in the coffin for the shale oil

works. But this is not the whole story! To learn more check out

our online exhibit about the Shale Oil Works and what

happened to the factory. Curator Andrea Wilson will give a

Walk & Talk visiting the site of the shale oil works on

September 18th at 1:00 pm. For more information and

registration, visit our Event Calendar.

The Blue Mountains Creator Space and The Blue Mountains

Public Library have partnered together to bring you

Adventures in Digital Arts for Youth, a workshop for ages 8-

13 years old. This will be a multipart series focusing on

different topics and themes. 

This session will explore cartooning and making a film using

the latest and coolest in tech such as Apple Pencils, and

Digital Cinema Cameras. A fun filled session featuring local

award-winning cartoonist Jeff Wilson and local filmmaker Tom

Strnad.

This is a free program with limited numbers, so sign up while

you can! Find out more on our Event Calendar.
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The Shale Oil Works is another of the many remarkable stories from The Blue Mountains. In

this area of natural beauty, it is a surprise to many that the only successfully producing shale

oil manufacturing plant in Ontario happened here in 1858-1861. Extracting oil from the shale

rock was no easy task, but the need for illuminating and lubricating oils had grown. Craigleith

was once known as Shalefield and the quarrymen here discovered when they lit a fire along

the beach, the rock below continued to burn. 

Interest in developing this industry came from an unlikely place, a new immigrant and lawyer

William Darley Pollard. The shale oil industry caught his imagination and his talents for

engineering. Pollard created a process for shale oil refining and set up the company Pollard,

McDonald & Co. In May of 1859, Pollard was issued letters of patent for the distillation and

TheBlueMountainsLibrary.ca | 519-599-3681

Shale Oil Works Exhibit and Talk & Walk

rectifying process he invented. The process created a clean burning light lamp oil, heavier lubricating oil and heavy asphalt

residue used as feedstock or fertilizer. Pollard and Macdonald leased the shale field from Sarah Lunan. Sarah ran a large inn

here and added a large two-story log bunkhouse for the 100 workers at the oil plant. It was an immense factory for the time.

Tools, equipment, construction materials and supplies were brought in by schooner from England, the US and Canada. The

factory needed loggers to produce fuel for the 24 cast iron distillation retorts, an engine room for steam power, shops for

blacksmiths to fix and repair machinery, carpenters and coopers to build barrels for shipping the product, quarrymen to dig the

shale and a still room for the rectifying. They also needed a ready supply of water for cooling and which was right at the door!

Adventures in Digital Arts

https://www.eventbrite.ca/o/the-creator-space-mobile-digital-arts-lab-23387022157
https://library.biblioboard.com/home
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Funding Agreement: In August the Board held a Special Board

Meeting to focus on the proposed Funding Agreement between

TBM and BMPL. This document was approved by the Board on

August 20th and approved at CoW on August 24th with

revisions. 

In summary, this agreement does not change any aspect of the

service or MOU between BMPL and TBM. Council finance will

still provide financial services to BMPL, so in fact no money will

change hands as a result of this contract. What is different is

that BMPL will know at the time of TBM approving the annual

budget, what amount of funding will be available for the next

fiscal year. The agreed upon 6% of the Tax Levy is a similar

amount being received currently and would increase as the

overall levy increases. This proposed change is not about

increased finances, but a better way of providing strategic

planning for the organization. 

The Board discussed the biggest issue with any such agreement

is the current TBM Salary Study being undertaken. A clause on

internal equity was included to assure the BMPL staff remain

part of the TBM salary grid and, if major changes to the grid

occur, the Board has a mechanism to look for increases based

on internal equity and parity of salary grades. The final

document is scheduled to return to Council September 7th.

Town Hall: If you have not yet visited the BMPL Strategic

Planning website pages, please do so. The Phase I is nearly

complete and a Town Hall is planned for September 22nd to

finalize Phase II. Registration is open for this event and is

expected to occur face to face at L.E. Shore.

Mailbox Party: Our Roving Librarian has had hundreds of

conversations with members of the community at events and

businesses across TBM. In September and October a push to

meet our rural community where you life is occurring as we

schedule our Mailbox Parties. Check out our website for more

information on where and when we will be. 

L.E. Shore Library
173 Bruce St. S., Thornbury
LibraryInfo@TheBlueMountains.ca

Craigleith Heritage Depot
113 Lakeshore Rd. E., Blue Mountains
Depot@TheBlueMountains.ca

LES Hours
Mon / Wed / Fri / Sat: 10am-5pm
Tues / Thu: 10am-7pm

CHD Hours
Tues / Thu / Fri: 12pm-5pm
Wed: 4pm-7pm
Sat / Sun: 12pm-4pm
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Board Corner

Orange Shirt Day
Join The Blue Mountains Public Library and our local

communities as we come together in a spirit of reconciliation.

The annual Orange Shirt Day September 30th, now known as

the National Day of

Reconciliation, opens the

door to global conversation

on all aspects of Residential

Schools. It is an opportunity

to create meaningful

discussion about the effects

of Residential Schools and

the legacy they have left

behind. 

Stop in after September 15th

and get your NDoR kit and 

see how you can make a difference. This is a discussion we all

can tune into and create bridges with each other for

reconciliation. 

Please Wear orange on September 30th. Every Child Matters.

Have a question? We're here for you!
519-599-3681 | LibraryInfo@TheBlueMountains.ca

www.TheBlueMountainsLibrary.ca

Our Virtual Branch is open 24/7.
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