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Two stipulations were made including that the Shore Tilbe Irwin & Partners

architectural firm be used in the design, and that the smaller libraries in

Thornbury and Clarksburg be closed, with the new library being a union

library between to two communities. The Town of Thornbury and Township

of Collingwood accepted the gift and the conditions, and paid for the

balance of the award-winning facility. Community members and community

groups contributed to a fundraising campaign which brought in $400,000

for interior needs and open day collections.  Following amalgamation and

the creation of The Town of The Blue Mountains in 1998, Council formally

established the Blue Mountains Public Library and designated the property

for library purposes for as long as a library shall reside in the space.

1995--Opened with the building,

corner lot, and 14 parking

spaces.

Open Tuesday-Saturday for

limited hours
 

2001--BMPL launched a website
 

2006--purchased a property on

Napier for expansion of the

parking lot to 52 spaces, which

opened in 2007.
 

2007--opened Sundays
 

2009--purchased 177 Bruce

Street South for future

expansion of the existing facility.
 

2010--opened Mondays. Began

audio and e-book downloads
 

2012--extended hours

2015--added e-magazines and

e-newspapers
 

2016--added the Craigleith

Heritage Depot as a 2nd branch

of BMPL. Increased CHD hours

from 1 day a week seasonal, to

6 days a week year-round. 
 

2017--razed the Bruce St S

expansion property. 

Began Hoopla and downloadable

movies
 

2018--launched the Virtual

Branch, Virtual Museum, and

Biblioboard online exhibits.

BMPL Celebrates 25 Years of Service

BMPL was established with the opening of the L.E. Shore Memorial Library site in

December of 1995. The Shore Foundation provided a contribution of $1.5 million

dollars, a sizeable donation intended to create a union library between Clarksburg

(in the former Township of Collingwood) and the Town of Thornbury.
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Ground Breaking for the L.E. Shore Memorial Library, a union library between Clarksburg and Thornbury.

How We've GrownEstablishing Our BMPL

25th Anniversary Edition

December 8, 2020 is the 25th anniversary of The Blue Mountains Public Library, the LE Shore building, and our Gallery at LE

Shore. The Board and staff had grand plans for celebrating with our community all through 2020--but who would have thought we

would be in a global pandemic. So like so many celebrating milestone birthdays and anniversaries, we're celebrating online.

L.E. Shore Memorial Library Opening Day, 1995

https://events.tbmcs.ca/
https://www.thebluemountainslibrary.ca/kids-club.cfm


The L.E. Shore Memorial Library was named after its benefactor, Mr. Leonard Eldon

Shore. Leonard E. Shore had deep roots in the Township of Collingwood. In 1850, his

grandparents, Andrew and Mary Shore, were original settlers in the Township. They

cleared and farmed Lot 20 near Victoria Corners. The farm stayed in the Shore family

until 1954.

Shore was born to David Hazelton Shore and Eleanor Elizabeth Maud Shore (nee Devitt)

in 1902. He attended Victoria School S.S.#17, Thornbury Continuation School, and

graduated from Meaford High School in 1921. His vision to become an architect was

fulfil led in 1928 when he graduated from the University of Toronto, School of

Architecture.

His career was interrupted first by the Great Depression of the 1930's and then by the

Second World War. He served in the Canadian Army from 1942-1945 and held the rank of

Major. Following the war, he and Robert R. Moffat formed the architectural firm of Shore 
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Over the past 25 years, we have had a great team of staff, volunteers

and board members. Members of the Board, commit to participate in

governance of our community service for a 4 year term. The by-laws

and numbers on the board have changed over the years, but those

who have served on the 7 boards since our establishment have given

blood, sweat, and tears to support their community. 

Gail Ardiel

Lynda Ardiel

Nancy Ardiel

James Armstrong

Ellen Anderson-Noel

Odette Bartnicki

Marie Bostrom

Lloyd Brown

Dorothy Cammaert
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Leonard Eldon Shore 1902-1989

and Moffat which eventually became Shore, Tilbe, Irwin and Partners, architects for the L.E. Shore Memorial Library.

When Mr. Shore passed away, the Shore Foundation was established in his memory and provided a major contribution for the

erection of the library. For more information on Mr. L.E. Shore, visit our Virtual Museum for an online exhibit 

As the Thornbury and Clarksburg libraries were transitioning to the LE

Shore Memorial Library, an inaugural board was established for this

union library. It was because the two separate communities were

developing a cost shared union library that the name of the library

qualified by the Ministry and the 1990 Public Libraries Act to be that of

the building. Following the TBM amalgamation in 1998, the legal name

was changed to The Blue Mountains Public Library, with the building

still bearing the name of the benefactor.

Our Name Sake: Leonard E. Shore

How Did We Get Here

Name Change to BMPL

Pandemic closes building; No problem! Our children's
programmer moves to the L.E. Shore lawn.

John Corrigan

Bob Gamble

Laurey Gillies

Jesse T. Glass, Q.C.

Ron Gray

Linda Grigg

Roevel Guzman

Sandi Hamilton

Joe Halos

Mary Elizabeth Hoffmann

Steve Hoffmann

Harold Holden

Paula Hope

Cathy Innes

Ann Johns

Bev Johnston

Sandy Leishman

Mary Little

Brenda Marshall

Michael Martin

Eleanor Maxwell

Elizabeth McCullam

Gerry McGregor

John McKean

John Milne

Peter Moreau

C. Morrad

Laurel Moss

Christopher O’Shea

Maurice Pepper

Rob Potter

Odeen Probert

LeJune Pier

L. Reboh

Jean Salvatore

Dennis Stainer

Donna van Brussel

O. Vanderzon

Bill Vernon

Joanne Vivona

Shirley Ward

Angela Weldon

Willi Wildman

Gail Whitbeck

Gary Zalot

Thank you to all the Board Members who have volunteered with BMPL over the years
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History of Libraries in The Blue Mountains

1860 1862 1866 1879 1887 1895

In 1860 Collingwood
Township Public

Library is created,
with 5 locations & 5
Librarians holding

books in their
houses

Public Libraries
close. Libraries

open in local
Schoolhouses

Collingwood and
Thornbury become

separate Townships,
and the Thornbury

Public Library is
created

Each of the 5
Libraries were
divided into 2,

creating 10 Public
Libraries in what is

now the Blue
Mountains

Clarksburg & Thornbury
Mechanics Institutes
open Reading Rooms

with Libraries for public
access through

membership

The Mechanics
Institute closes and

the Clarksburg
Association Library

is created

One of the 1st
Librarians,

Daniel Wright
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1961 1970
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1995

Municipality assumes
responsibility of Clarksburg

Library
& it becomes the Collingwood

Township Public Library
(again)

Both Collingwood Library &
Thornbury Library buildings
need repair & more space.
There is a need to build a

united Public Library

The L.E. Shore
Memorial Library is

built as a united
Public Library for

the entire Township!

P A G E  6

25th Anniversary Edition

https://www.thebluemountainslibrary.ca/kids-club.cfm


There are very few public libraries which meet the quadfecta of all four of the gallery, library, archive and museum (GLAM) in

one culture organization; yet the GLAM is understood to be the best practice model for culture hubs of communities across the

province. As we know, our BMPL not only meets the definition of a GLAM, but is an exemplar model used by newly forming

GLAMS in the province. At the time of the establishment of BMPL in 1995,the organization was an early trail blazer of the GLAM

by including a gallery within the building. For this, and the design of the facility, BMPL won awards and set a standard in the

province for new builds.
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GLAM

...And Museum Makes GLAM!

The Gallery at LE Shore
Since the inception of the L.E. Shore branch, The Gallery at L.E.

Shore has been an integral component of the facility. With over

250 exhibits to date and over 1,300 individual artists shown, our

gallery is an important hub for arts and culture in The Town of the

Blue Mountains. To celebrate, 25 artists who have shown in our

past 25 years, will be exhibiting in The Gallery in December 2020

and January 2021. Please stop in and visit.

In 2016 the Board and TBM finalized the BMPL as a GLAM when

the Craigleith Heritage Depot community museum was turned

over to the Library Board and became part of our BMPL

operations. A book deposit station was added to the museum as a

pilot study, with increased the hours of operation from seasonal

one day a week to six days a week year-round. The Library and

Museum services are now integrated in a way where there is no

distinct service model for each, but rather a seemless GLAM

model for cultural access.  

CHD was the original Craigleith Railway Station (circa 1880-

1960).  More recently the site was used as the Depot Fine Dining

(Restaurant) 1967-2001.  Due to strong community support and

fundraising, the CHD was acquired and restored by the Town in

2001. CHD was operated as a Tourist Information Centre and

turned into a museum in 2008. Visit our CHD History for a

complete history of the site.
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Award of Excellence in Special Projects, 2019
Ontario Museum Association awarded The Blue Mountain Public Library's
Craigleith Heritage Depot for REEL History. 

Over the 25 years our team and facility have received many awards and
honours. These are just a few.

Library Design Award from the Ontario Library Association, 1996

Robert G. Kemp Arts Award in 1997.
This project to improve the interior of the story tower with murals and quilted
mobiles was created by local artist Beverley Smith. Beverley returned in
2017 and did a touch up to the Story Tower mural. 
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Awards and Accolades 

Accreditation by the Ontario Public Library
The Guidelines Monitoring & Accreditation Council, first accredited BMPL
in 2004. We have been reaccredited in 2009, 2014, and 2018 (expires
2023). Less than 50 of 
the 400+ library systems 
in Ontario have achieved accreditation.

CEO Leads Provincial Dialogue
The current CEO was appointed as the Incoming President for the Ontario Library Association. This voluntary position, due to
the pandemic, was extend to a 4 year term, and positions BMPL to have a direct voice in the province. As a library serving
15,000 people, this level of political voice has not been the norm in previous years of appointees. 

BMPL Policy
The BMPL and TBM Memorandum of Understanding has since been used as a template by two dozen libraries in Ontario.
Likewise, many of the BMPL policies are used as a template by libraries in Ontario and are identified by the Ontario Public
Library Guidelines & Accreditation and Monitoring Council as exemplar documents. Congrats to the 2014-2018 and 2018-
2022 Boards who worked over the last 3 years to redevelop 100% of their policies and strategic directions.

Our Military Heritage 2019 
The Our Military Heritage
resources have been used
locally and also in 8 countries,
15 US states and five
provinces.

Minister’s Award for Innovation 2019
At the Public Library Service Awards,
BMPL won the innovation aware for the
VR films of the Reel History Series.

Reel History Film Series
The Reel History has been seen
across North America,
throughout Europe and right
here at home with presentations
at film festivals around the world
and throughout on-line access.
Our films were the official
selection at 13 national and
international film festivals.
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Online Access & Virtual Branch. In 2001
BMPL developed the first website for the
library. Who would have thought that
nearly 2 decades later the website would
become a Virtual Branch, open 24/7 and
the home search for the online catalogue
and e-resources.

Genealogy has always been popular in
libraries, but no longer do we see the rolled
trees being carted in. Instead patrons use
software programs like Ancestry.

How has Your Blue Mountains Public Library Changed Over the Years?

Computers. In 1995 LES opened with 1 public workstation.
Wi-Fi and equipment rental came decades later. While email
was invented in 1971, it was late 1990s when it became
common place for personal users. Social media and e-
communications, the newest technology staple, are now the
most popular means of communication and BMPL marketing.

L.E. Shore Library
173 Bruce Street South
Thornbury, Ontario
519-599-3681 Ext. 5
LibraryInfo@TheBlueMountains.ca

Craigleith Heritage Depot
113 Lakeshore Road East 

The Blue Mountains, Ontario
519-599-3681 Ext. 6

Depot@TheBlueMountains.ca

Hours 
Tuesday / Thursday: 11am-6pm
Wednesday / Friday: 12pm-5pm
Saturday: 10am-2pm
Sunday / Monday: Closed

Hours
Sunday / Tuesday / Thursday: 12pm-4pm

 Wednesday: 4:30pm-7:30pm
Saturday / Monday / Friday: Closed

The Library will be closed on 
December 25, 26, and January 1.

Movies. Remember walls of
VHS? Then DVDs. Now Hoopla is
the preferred video loan method.

Print, Audio Books, and then E-books. In addition to our print
collection, in 2010 we introduced audio and e-books for download.
Today we offer electronic newspapers, books, movies, gallery
exhibits, and museum exhibits. Did you know that BMPL currently
holds 30,000+ print materials and over 145,000 electronic titles.

Programming. Our in person
and virtual programs have
been a strong part of our
service since 1995. What and
how we provide them continue
to morph to meet community
interests and to meet the 21st
century library core services. 

Our facilities no longer
harbour books, but are a
Community Hub for meetings,
gathering, studying,
recreation, and socializing.

Maker Space. This is the
newest core service of
libraries. Watch how this
grows in the next 25 years!

Virtual Museum. Be it a teasers,
complete digital exhibits, or community
driven collections, the museum, joining
the BMPL in 2016, is a key part of your
GLAM and our local history collection.
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